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YEAR 9 OVERVIEW 
The curriculum structure of Year 9 at Echuca College is broad and engaging. Students are given some 
flexibility in elective choice whilst the core, compulsory subjects aim to provide students with the necessary 
background as they approach their non-compulsory schooling years. An increasing variety of elective 
programs makes it possible for students to explore areas which have sparked their interest and curiosity.  

The Year 9 program is designed to equip young people with the knowledge, skills and behaviours that enable 
them to engage fully with the social and technological environment of the future. 

The Year 9 program has a number of key features including developing critical and creative thinking skills as 
well as enhancing the ability of students to work collaboratively in teams.  

The highlight for students within the Year 9 curriculum is the Pathways component of their Humanities class. 
Students will learn about the world of work and investigate the varied opportunities available to them in 
regards to future career pathways. They will be assisted to write a job application and prepare a resume. 
Through their involvement in Beacon led programs such as the ‘Mock Interview’ day and the ‘Interview Tech’ 
session, students will further develop their skills in communication and personal presentation. Students will 
be assisted to discover their own strengths and consider how they could meet their own future goals. They 
will participate in activities that help them to consider who and what influences their own lives and how they 
can influence the lives of others by contributing to the community. Throughout the year, students will attend 
programs provided by the Beacon Foundation that will assist with career planning such as the Beacon pledge 
day, Careers Expo and Youth Expo.  

 

Year 9 Sample Program: 





Year 9 Advanced Mathematics 
 
The Year 9 Mathematics syllabus aims to give students a wide range of 
skills and is divided into two different streams. The Year 9 Advanced 
Mathematics stream is for students who have coped reasonably well with 
Mathematics at Year 8.  Students who take this pathway are prepared for 
all levels of Mathematics in further VCE Mathematical studies.   
 
Students will be able to: 

�¾ consolidate and extended work done in previous years 
�¾ revise and extend algebraic skills 
�¾ develop an appreciation for problem solving and projects 
�¾ develop the ability to work in groups in order to stimulate 

ideas 
�¾ gain confidence and satisfaction in learning new skills 

 
Topic covered include: 
 

�¾ Pythagoras Theorem 
�¾ Number and financial maths 
�¾ Indices 
�¾ �¾

�¾ 

�¾ 



Year 9 Art 
CAT 1: Drawing 
 
Students will experiment with a range of drawing techniques and 
materials, exploring how to create tone, texture, pattern and colour. 
 
In this area of study, students will; 

�¾ Experiment drawing with a range of media and materials 
�¾ Experiment with a range of drawing techniques 
�¾ Create and present a portfolio showing the development of their 



Year 9 Digital Photography 
 
Topic 1: Photography and Photoshop 
 
Students will explore photography and examine how photographers use 
photography to express ideas.  
 
In this area of study, students will; 

�¾ Experiment taking photos using a digital SLR camera. 
�¾ Experiment using Adobe Photoshop to edit their photos.   
�¾ Research and analyse the work of a photographer. 
�¾ Create a display of their artwork 

 



Year 9 Digital Technologies 
 
Students explain the control and management of networked digital 
systems and the data security implications of the interaction between 
hardware, software and users. 
 
Students explore simple data compression, and why content data are 
separated from presentation. They take account of privacy and security 
requirements when selecting and validating data and use digital systems to 
analyse, visualise and model salient aspects of data. Students share and 
collaborate online, establishing protocols for the legal and safe use, 
transmission and maintenance of data and projects.  
 
Students define and decompose complex problems in terms of functional 
and non-functional requirements. They design and evaluate user 
experiences and algorithms, and develop and test modular programs, 
including an object-oriented program. Students evaluate their solutions 
and information systems in terms of risk, sustainability and potential for 
innovation. 
 
Students will be introduced to Digital Technologies through a 
course that has a wide lens.  

 
Topics covered: 

�¾ Problem solving 
�¾ Programming 
�¾ Physical computing 
�¾ User centred design 
�¾ Data 
�¾ Building websites 
�¾ Building apps 
�¾ Animations 
�¾ Designing Games 
�¾ Physical computing systems.   

 

Assessment 
 

�x Short answer questions  
�x True and false questions  

 

Resources/camps/excursions 
 

�x Computer access   
�x Access to Code.org  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pathways 
 

�x Year 10 Information 
Technology 

�x VCE Unit 1 & 2 Applied 
Computing  

�x Unit 3 & 4 Software 
Development  
 

Complimentary Subjects 
 

�x Design Technology   
�x Maths   
�x Science  
�x English  
�x 



http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=TheArts&t=forms


Year 9 English 
 

In Year 9, students interact with peers, teachers, individuals, groups and 
community members in a range of face-to-face and online/virtual 
environments. 

Students will continue to consolidate and extend what they have learned 
from previous years. They also extend their understanding of how language 
works and learn to transfer this knowledge to different contexts.  
 
Students engage with a variety of texts for enjoyment. They interpret, 
create, evaluate, discuss and perform a wide range of literary texts with 
aesthetic, persuasive and informative styles. These text types include 



Year 9 Food Studies 
 
During the semester, students will continue to extend food preparation 
and cooking techniques learnt in previous years. Students will also follow 
safety procedures and learn the correct use and maintenance of cooking 
equipment. They will be undertaking OnGuard safety modules on a range 
of tools and equipment used in the kitchen.  
 
The student will continue to develop their skills in the production of a wide 
range of cuisines. 
 
Students will produce cuisines of cultural significance in their studies of 
‘World on a plate’.  
 
 
Students will complete a unit of work on food preservation including; 
dehydration, salting, jam, sauce making and freezing 
 
Theory topics covered will include; 

�¾ Influences on Australian Cuisine 
�¾ Various counties cuisines from around the world 
�¾ History of food  
�¾ Ingredients, tools and equipment  
�¾ Sensory analysis  

 
Practical classes include; 

�¾ Cuisines around the world 
�¾ Sensory analysis and evaluations 
�¾ Teamwork 
�¾ Skills with tools and equipment 
�¾ Safety and hygiene procedures  

 
 
 

Assessment 
 

�x CAT 1 – Sensory Analysis: 
Homemade versus 
commercial product 

�x CAT 2 – Asia on a plate – 
Noodle Box Design Brief 

�x CAT 3 – Preservation 
Research Task 

�x CAT 4 – Production and 
evaluations 

Resources/camps/excursions 
 

�x Class materials are supplied 
but students must work 
within some constraints 

�x A laptop is recommended  
�x A4 clear – Display envelop  
�x Container 
�x Enclosed leather shoes (OHS 

requirement) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pathways 
 

�x Year 10 Food Studies  
�x VET Cert II Kitchen 

Operations 
�x VCE Food Studies Unit 1-4 

Complimentary Subjects 
 

�x Health  
�x 



Year 9 Humanities 
 



Year 9 Indonesian 
 
This subject runs for the entire year and is designed to build on language 
skills founded in Year 8. Indonesian is recommended for students who 
enjoy language learning and would like to broaden their opportunities for 
employment, further study and travel.  
 
During this course, students will: 
 

�¾ Use Indonesian to communicate about the self and personality 
traits through spoken and written communication 

�¾ Study work opportunities and occupations in Indonesia, as well as 
workforce partnerships with Australia 

�¾ Learn about different dishes and cook delicious Indonesian cuisine 
�¾ Compare opportunities for study, travel and employment 



Year 9 Media Studies 
 
Students are introduced to industry-based conventions, processes and 
technologies used to create print and video-based mediums. They will 
utilise digital technologies to capture, edit and create images in Adobe 
Photoshop and Adobe Premier Pro. Students will analyse and create 



Year 9 Metal Work 
 



Year 9 Music 
 



Year 9 Outdoor Education 
 
This class will give students a range of opportunities to learn in, 
about and for the outdoors as well as outdoor recreation activities 
and the skills required to problem solve and communicate in teams.  
 
Students will cover the ecosystems and their flora and fauna that 
make Victoria unique. Students will explore climatic factors that 
influence these environments and the geologic factors that underpin 
the network of ecosystems. Students will also have the opportunity 
to research and explore specific National Parks across Victoria and 
their significance, management and importance for society.  
 



Year 9 Pathways 
 
Course Content 
When the students reach Year 9 they embark on a new, more individual 
and independent educational experience. Students will learn about the 
world of work and investigate the varied opportunities available to them 
regarding future career pathways. They will be assisted to write a job 
application and prepare a resume as well as plan for and prepare 
themselves for job interviews.  
 
Through their involvement in Beacon led programs such as the ‘Mock 
Interview' day and the ‘Interview Tech’ session students will further 
develop their skills in communication and personal presentation. Students 
will be assisted to discover their own strengths and consider how they 
could meet their own future goals. They will participate in activities that 
help them to consider who and what influences their own lives and how 
they can influence the lives of others by contributing to the community. 
 
Throughout the year students will attend programs provided by the 
Beacon Foundation that will assist with career planning such as the Beacon 
pledge day, Careers Expo and Youth Expo. 
 
Areas studied in this class: 

�¾ History of work 
�¾ Future of work 
�¾ Employability skills 
�¾ Investigating careers and pathways 
�¾ Applying for jobs 
�¾ Occupations Health and Safety 
�¾ Earning an income 
�¾ Communities 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Assessment 
 

�x Cover letter 
�x Resume 
�x Selection Criteria 
�x OH&S Modules completed 

Resources/camps/excursions 
 

�x Students must have a device 
with them in class 

 
 
 

Pathways 
 

�x Entering the workforce 
�x Economics and Business 
�x Community Engagement 

 
 
 

Complimentary Subjects 
 

�x Y10 History 
�x Y10 Geography 
�x Y10 Politics and Culture 
�x Y10 The Law and You 
�x Y10 Economics 

 

Be Respectful                   Be Inclusive   Be Resilient  





Year 9 Science Investigation 
 
This is a semester length subject 
 
Students will be required to perform practical experiments and write 
reports analysing their results. 
Students will need to investigate topics using a device 
 
Area of Study 1 – Scientific reports 
 

�x Learn about the structure of a scientific report 
�x Conduct practical activities involving chemistry, biology, physics 

and environmental science 
�x Begin to devise your own experiments when researching topics of 

interest 
 
Area of Study 2 – Chemistry 
 

�x Complete the practical task of the ‘cookie mixture’ 
�x Carry out chemical tests on unknown powders to determine the 

properties of the chemicals 
�x Complete the work booklet 

 
Area of Study 3 – Physics 
 

�x Investigate space exploration 
�x Complete ‘mars lander’ practical investigation 
�x Examine ‘flight’ 
�x Complete practical investigation involving paper planes 

 
Area of Study 4 – Forensic Science 
 

�x Examine crime scenes and the evidence used to convict criminals 
�x 



Year 9 Science 
 
In this class, students are involved in written work, reading tasks, class 
discussion, research assignments, interactive IT tasks, problems solving, 
practical tasks and student designed scientific research. 
They encounter all areas of Science including Biology, Chemistry, Physics 
and Environmental Science. 
 
Biology 
 
Body Coordination 

�¾ Coordinated Body Systems 
�¾ Nervous Control 
�¾ Chemical Control 

 
Disease 

�¾ Infectious disease 
�¾ Other sources of infection 
�¾ Environmental diseases 

 
Chemistry 
 
Reaction Types 

�¾ Combustion and corrosion reactions 
�¾ Acid reactions 
�¾ Reactions of Life 
�¾ Nuclear reactions 

 
Physics 
 
Electricity 

�¾ Simple circuits 
�¾ Measuring electricity 
�¾ Practical circuits 
�¾ Electromagnets, motors and generators 

 
Bridges 

�¾ Types of bridges 
�¾ Bridge construction 
�¾ Student designed practical project 

 

Assessment 
 

�x Formal tests (CATs) 
�x Practical experiments 
�x Research assignments 

 

Resources/camps/excursions 
 

�x Stationary 
�x 





Year 9 Woodwork 
 
During the semester, students will participate in the design, production 
and evaluation a timber product. 
  
Students will continue and extend techniques learnt in year 8. Learn and 
follow safety procedures and the correct use and maintenance of hand 
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